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Larger.   Yet even nowadays, by the protection of
the deities, the bullock might reach us."

" The wheel-grease of the cart would alone make
the day memorable," murmured another.

" O brothers," interposed one who had not yet
spoken, "do not cause our throats to twitch con-
vulsively; nor is it in any way useful to leave
the date of solid reflection in pursuit of the stone
of light and versatile fancy. Is it thought to be
expedient that we should send an emissary to
those in authority, pleading our straits?"

*' Have not two already journeyed to Kuing-yi
in our cause, and to what end ? " replied the second
one who had raised his voice.

"They did but seek the city mandarin and
failed to reach his ear, being empty-handed,"
urged Tan-yung. "The distance to the Capital is
admittedly great, yet it is no more than a per-
severing and resolute-minded man could certainly
achieve. There prostrating himself before the
Sublime One and invoking the memory of the inp
perishable Kwong he could so outline our necessity
and despair that the one wagon-load referred to
would be increased by nine and the unwieldy oxen
give place to relays of swift horses."

" The Emperor!" exclaimed the one who had last
spoken, in tones of undisguised contempt towards
Tan - yung. " Is the eye of the Unapproachable
Sovereign less than that of a city mandarin, that
having failed to come near the one we should now
strive to reach the other; or are we, peradventure,
to fill the sleeves of our messenger with gold and
his inner scrip with sapphires!" Nevertheless the
greater part of those who stood around zealously
supported Tan-yung, crying aloud: " The Emperor!
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